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Country’s best collegiate fishing teams will compete in Georgetown, S.C. 
for the 2022 Strike King Bassmaster College Series, September 2-4
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. June 7, 
2022 — The country’s best col-
lege fishing teams will converge 
in Georgetown, S.C., for the 
2022 Strike King Bassmaster 
College Series National Cham-

The country's top college teams will compete on Winyah Bay Sept. 2-4 at the 2022 Strike 
King Bassmaster College Series National Championship presented by Bass Pro Shops. 
(Photo by Dalton Tumblin/B.A.S.S.) 

pionship presented by Bass Pro 
Shops, which will be held on Wi-
nyah Bay Sept. 2-4. 
 
The Bassmaster College Series 
Championship will field as many 
as 130 teams of anglers rep-
resenting universities across the 
nation. Qualifications are based 
on the teams’ finishes in four reg-
ular-season stops held on Flor-
ida’s Harris Chain of Lakes, Lake 
Norman in North Carolina, Ar-
kansas’ Norfork Lake and Sagi-
naw Bay in Michigan. A final 
Wild Card tournament on Ala-
bama’s Logan Martin Lake gives 
teams waitlisted for the other 
events one last chance to make it 

into the field for Winyah Bay. 
 
“We’re excited to offer college 
anglers an incredible champion-
ship tournament experience,” 
said Glenn Cale, B.A.S.S. Nation 
tournament manager — College, 
High School and Junior. “I am 
thrilled that we are able to get 
these young anglers onto this ex-
traordinary tidal fishery as they 
compete for a national title and a 
chance to fish the Classic.” 
 
Winyah Bay, which is the con-

fluence of the Waccamaw, Pee 
Dee, Black and Sampit rivers in 
Georgetown County, has hosted 
two major B.A.S.S. events — 
Elite derbies in 2016 and 2019 — 
along with several B.A.S.S. Na-
tion regional championships. The 
most recent Bassmaster College 
Series tournament on Winyah 
Bay in 2017 featured a pair of fa-
miliar names atop the leader-
board. Current Elite Series pros 
Patrick Walters and Jonathan 
Kelley finished first and second 
en route to the 2017 National 

Championship, where they were 
bested by a team that included 
fellow Elite angler Jacob Foutz. 
 “We are thrilled to welcome col-
lege anglers and their families to 
Georgetown County for the 
Bassmaster College National 
Championship in September,” 
said Beth Goodale, Georgetown 
County Director of Recreation & 
Community Services. “A 
number of activities and events 
are planned throughout the 
weekend so that our citizens can 
celebrate along with tournament 

participants.”  
 Competitors will not only be 
fighting for a national champion-
ship but also a berth in the 2023 
Academy Sports + Outdoors 
Bassmaster Classic presented by 
Huk on the Tennessee River via 
the College Classic Bracket tour-
nament.  
 
 The leading anglers in the Bass-
master College Series Team of 
the Year points standings will be 
determined after the four regular-
season events. The Team of the 
Year will punch their ticket to the 
College Classic Bracket event, 
which will be held later this year. 
The College Classic Bracket 
takes the Top 3 teams from the 
National Championship plus the 
Team of the Year and places the 
individual anglers in head-to-

“We’re excited to offer col-
lege anglers an incredible 
championship tournament ex-
perience,” said Glenn Cale, 
B.A.S.S. Nation tournament 
manager — College, High 
School and Junior. “I am 
thrilled that we are able to get 
these young anglers onto this 
extraordinary tidal fishery as 
they compete for a national 
title and a chance to fish the 
Classic.” 

head bracket-style competition 
for a berth in the Classic, where 
they will compete for a prize 
purse of over $1 million. 
 
The 2022 Strike King Bass-
master College Series National 
Championship presented by Bass 
Pro Shops is being hosted by 
Georgetown County. 
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 By Matthew Tomlinson, 
CapeCod.com 

HYANNIS, June 5, 2022– The 
New England Aquarium recently 
announced that it is partnering 
with Cornell University and wind 
energy consultant LAUTEC US 
on a project to better assess the 
relationship between offshore 
wind developments and the hab-
itats of critically endangered 
North Atlantic Right Whales. 
Although the full impact of wind 
development on whales is un-
known, pile driving activities as-
sociated with offshore wind 
projects could potentially force 
whales from their habitat and dis-
rupt important behaviors such as 
feeding and socializing. 
The Right Wind project would 
utilize the expertise of the three 
organizations to model right 
whale habitat, calculate risks 
posed to right whales by wind 
development, and assess finan-
cial risks associated with such 
projects. 
“We’re excited to be starting this 
project because it gives us an op-
portunity to develop tools that 

American Red Cross Blood 
Donor Day  .... from sports page 2 

1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767).  
As a thank-you for helping, in 
honor of the new Baz Luhrmann 
film, Elvis, all who come to give 
in the month of June will be 
automatically entered for a 
chance to win a VIP trip to 
Graceland for two, including 
round-trip airfare to Memphis, 
plus a three-night stay at The 
Guest House and Elvis Entou-
rage VIP tour, courtesy of Grace-
land, a custom-wrapped Gibson 
Epiphone guitar and more. Ad-
ditionally, those who come to do-
nate June 1-30 will also receive 
a $5 e-gift card to a merchant of 
choice.* 
 
Upcoming blood donation 
 opportunities June 14-30: 

 
Mississippi  

DeSoto County 
Horn Lake 
6/27/2022: 2 p.m. - 7 p.m., Christ 
Fellowship Church, 6341 US-51 
 

Tennessee 
Shelby County 
 
Bartlett 
6/20/2022: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., 
Saint Francis Hospital, 2986 
Kate Bond Road 
 
Memphis 
6/14/2022: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., Mid-
South Red Cross, 1399 Madison 
Ave. 
6/21/2022: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., Mid-
South Red Cross, 1399 Madison 
Ave. 
6/28/2022: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., Mid-
South Red Cross, 1399 Madison 
Ave. 
 
Millington 
6/29/2022: 8 a.m. - 12 p.m., NSA 
Mid-South, 5200 Attu St. 
 
 Health insights for donors  
At a time when health infor-
mation has never been more im-
portant, the Red Cross is 
screening all blood, platelet and 
plasma donations from self-iden-
tified African American donors 

can help reduce the potential 
risks of wind energy devel-
opment to North Atlantic Right 
Whales, a critically endangered 
species that numbers less than 
350 individuals,” said Dr. Laura 
Ganley, associate research scien-
tist at the New England Aquar-
ium. By combining Cornell’s 
acoustic data and the New Eng-
land Aquarium’s aerial survey 
data and habitat modeling with 

LAUTEC’s knowledge of off-
shore wind planning the trio 
seeks to create a decision support 
tool to help developers and envi-
ronmental advocates balance 
whale conservation with wind 
development. 
“What’s exciting is that this is ar-
guably one of the most inten-
sively studied offshore wind 
areas along the U.S. Atlantic 
Coast,” said Dr. Aaron Rice at 

Huk’s Brandon Lester wins his first Bassmaster 
Elite Championship at Pickwick Lake in Tennessee 

for the sickle cell trait. This ad-
ditional screening will provide 
Black donors with an additional 
health insight and help the Red 
Cross identify compatible blood 
types more quickly to help pa-
tients with sickle cell disease. 
Blood transfusion is an essential 
treatment for those with sickle 
cell disease, and blood donations 
from individuals of the same 
race, ethnicity and blood type 
have a unique ability to help pa-
tients fighting sickle cell disease.     
  Donors can expect to receive 
sickle cell trait screening results, 
if applicable, within one to two 
weeks through the Red Cross 
Blood Donor App and the online 
donor portal at 
RedCrossBlood.org.   
  
How to donate blood 
Simply download the American 
Red Cross Blood Donor App, 
visit RedCrossBlood.org, call 1-
800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767) or enable the Blood Donor 
Skill on any Alexa Echo device 
to make an appointment or for 
more information. All blood 
types are needed to ensure a reli-
able supply for patients. A blood 
donor card or driver’s license or 
two other forms of identification 
are required at check-in. Individ-
uals who are 17 years of age in 
most states (16 with parental con-
sent where allowed by state law), 
weigh at least 110 pounds and are 
in generally good health may be 
eligible to donate blood. High 
school students and other donors 
18 years of age and younger also 
have to meet certain height and 
weight requirements. 
Blood and platelet donors can 
save time at their next donation 
by using RapidPass to complete 
their pre-donation reading and 
health history questionnaire on-
line, on the day of their donation, 
before arriving at the blood drive. 
To get started, follow the instruc-
tions at RedCrossBlood.org/Rap-
idPass or use the Blood Donor 
App. 
*Terms apply. Visit 
rcblood.org/elvismovie 

Aquarium partners with Cornell University  
to protect whales amid offshore wind project 

From  
The Fishing Wire 

 
CHARLESTON, SC – Huk per-
formance fishing gear is com-
mitted to designing clothing for 
the hardcore angler, and no angler 
embodies that commitment more 
than Brandon Lester. This past 
weekend, Brandon reeled in his 
first win at the Elite Series tour-
nament at the Whataburger Bass-
master Elite at Pickwick Lake. 
With a four-day total of 20 bass 
that weighed in at 86 lbs. and 1 

Brandon Lester has a lot to smile about after winning the 
Whataburger Bassmaster Elite series at Pickwick Lake.  
Lester used Huk fishing gear . (Photo/Courtesy: Bassmaster)

oz., Brandon finished with al-
most 6 pounds more than any of 
the nine other pros who made the 
final-day cut. 
“Being on familiar water helps 

me narrow my focus and boost 
my confidence,” Lester said. He 
found a particular spot during 
practice that replenished daily 
and provided the bulk of his 
catch. On Sunday, his winning 
strategy unfolded as he boated 17 
pounds in the first 20 to 30 mi-
nutes. 

“I can’t even put this into 
words,” Lester said. “It’s just a 
lot of hard work coming to fruit-
ion. People don’t realize how 
much work we put into this. I 
spent countless hours here from 
2015 to 2020. I’d come over 
seven or eight times a year, and 
it’s a two-hour drive from my 

“Being on familiar water 
helps me narrow my focus 
and boost my confidence,” 
Lester said. He found a par-
ticular spot during practice 
that replenished daily and 
provided the bulk of his 
catch. On Sunday, his win-
ning strategy unfolded as he 
boated 17 pounds in the first 
20 to 30 pounds in the first 20 
to 30 minutes. 

house.” 
Lester relies on Huk’s clothing to 
keep him cool and comfortable 
on the water. From shirts, pants, 
outerwear, rainwear, and foot-
wear, Huk has anglers covered 
no matter the season or pursuit. 
“We are very excited about this 
big win for Brandon and his 
family and are confident that he 
and other BASS anglers like him 
will continue to be solid ambas-
sadors for our sport and brand,” 
said Chris Russell, Vice Pres-
ident of Marketing for Marolina 
Outdoors. 
Marolina Outdoor Inc. was 
founded to bring deep-seated 
product expertise across all out-
door categories. Our innovative 
designs and technologically fo-
cused products create the foun-
dation of our authentic outdoor 
apparel. Huk clothing represents 
a fresh take and a unique under-
standing of angling needs, offer-
ing functional styles that appeal 
to anglers of all ages. NOMAD 
is motivated to provide quality 
apparel so that hunters can maxi-
mize their experiences to hunt 
and provide sustenance regard-
less of the size of the game or 
where their pursuits lead them. 
 

Cornell University. 
 
“This project provides the per-
fect opportunity to leverage the 
extensive survey data ad incor-
porate it into marine spatial plan-
ning,” he said, “while balancing 
industry planning with minimiz-
ing impacts to endangered 
species such as North Atlantic 
Right Whales.” 


